The idea was to trace who are all the possible intellectual sons and daughters whose life and work witness a proximity and distance to Simmel as their precursor, starting from famous -and challenging -aphorism on the cash legacy of his intellectual legacy ("My legacy will be, as it were, in cash, distributed to many heirs, each transforming his part into use conformed to his nature: a use which will reveal no longer its indebtedness to this heritage", GSG 20: 261). The discussion produced an exciting cultural exchange between different generations and intellectual traditions, included an important Franco-German dialog that could be traced back to World War I and took place despite the ideologisation of the contrast between European cultures.
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